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popery, and to defeat the Prince and Princess of Orange of their right of succession.
A little before the invasion, the King, hearing that the prince's being bom of the Queen made so much noise, called an extraordinary council, where all the nobility bishops, foreign ministers, &c., were summoned, that were in London, and appeared; where the queen dowager, several lords, ladies, and the King's and Queen's servants, to above the number of forty, both papists and Protestants, gave pregnant evidence of the true birth of the prince ; all which was re-examined in Chancery upon oath, and there recorded.
October 18. Having often dined with the duke, who kept a great table, and spent whilst he stayed at York as lie said above 100L per week, I invited him to dinner. He brought his own company with him, my Lord Fairfax, Sir Henry Groodricke, Sir Michael Wentworth, and Mr. Moyser. I had the music to improve the entertainment, and wine that the duke tasted of so plentifully that he grew so kind as to kiss me and to call me his mistress. The same day I persuaded him to form all the eight troops of the county into a regiment, which he accepted and offered me to be lieutenant-colonel of it; but I declined it, and he gave it to my Lord Fairfax.
October 26. All the troops were called to York, regimented and officered. The duke drew them up on a common near York and inarched them into town.
October 29. Came a report as if the Dutch fleet had been much shattered by the storm ; that niy Lord Sunder-land was certainly out, and my Lord Preston Secretary of State. The King all this time was making great preparations and levies for his army, and had brought it by computation to 6,000 horse and dragoons, and 38,000 foot.
The fleet was also out at sea, commanded by rny Lord